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This document contains both an Assessment Highlights report on the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies 
Achievement Test and a full release of test items from the 2005 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test. 


The Assessment Highlights report provides information about the overall test, the test blueprints, and student 
performance on the English form of the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test. Also provided is 
commentary on student performance at the acceptable standard and the standard of excellence on selected 
items from the 2007 achievement test. This information is intended for teachers and is best used in 
conjunction with the multi-year and detailed school reports that are available to schools via the extranet. 
Beginning in 2007, Assessment Highlights reports for all achievement test subjects and grades (except 
grades 3, 6, and 9 Frangais/French Language Arts and Grade 9 Knowledge and Employability courses) will 
be mailed to school administrators every year in the fall. 


The released items include the 55 multiple-choice questions that formed the 2005 Grade 9 Social Studies 
Achievement Test. These released items are available only in print form because of copyright limitations. 
Also included are a test blueprint and an answer key that includes the difficulty, reporting category, test 
section, and item description for each test item. These materials, along with the Program of Studies and 
Subject Bulletin, provide information that can be used to inform instructional practice. 


Released items from previously secured tests have been made available to teachers in print form. Print 
versions of released items, which contained approximately 25% of the total number of test items from 
previously secured tests, were mailed to school administrators each fall from 2004 to 2006. 


Every second year, beginning in the fall of 2007, a complete test for all achievement test subjects and 
grades (except grades 6 and 9 Social Studies; grades 3, 6, and 9 Frangais/French Language Arts; and Grade 9 
Knowledge and Employability courses) will be mailed to school administrators as an attachment to the 
Assessment Highlights report for that year. In this way, teachers will receive complete forms of 
achievement tests. 


For further information, contact Harvey Stables, Grade 9 Humanities Examination Manager, at 
Harvey.Stables @ gov.ab.ca; Janet Larocque, Grade 9 Humanities Examiner, at Janet.Larocque @ gov.ab.ca; 
or Jo-Anne Hug, Director, Achievement Testing, at Jo-Anne.Hug € gov.ab.ca at Learner Assessment, or 
call (780) 427-0010. To call toll-free from outside Edmonton, dial 310-0000. 


The Alberta Education Internet address is www.education.gov.ab.ca. 


Copyright 2007, the Crown in Right of Alberta, as represented by the Minister of Education, Alberta Education, 
Learner Assessment, 44 Capital Boulevard, 10044 108 Street NW, Edmonton, Alberta T5J SE6, and its licensors. 
All rights reserved. 


Special permission is granted to Alberta educators only to reproduce, for educational purposes and on a non- 
profit basis, parts of this document that do not contain excerpted material. 


Excerpted material in this document shall not be reproduced without the written permission of the original 
publisher (see credits, where applicable). 
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The 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test 


This report provides teachers, school administrators, and the public with an overview of the performance 
of those students who wrote the English form of the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test. It 
complements the detailed school and jurisdiction reports. 


How Many Students Wrote the Test? 
A total of 36 786 students wrote the English form of the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test. 


What Was the Test Like? 


The 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test consisted of 55 multiple-choice questions based on 
three social studies topics that focus on different perspectives of economic growth: Topic A—Economic 
Growth: U.S.A., Topic B—Economic Growth: A Case Study of the Former U.S.S.R., and Topic C— 
Canada: Responding to Change. 


The topics were integrated into the 55 questions. Therefore, questions on Topic A do not constitute the 
first section; rather, they were combined with concepts related to topics B and C, so they appear 
throughout the test. The test was organized into sections based on the major concepts studied in Grade 9 
Social Studies. The sections included (1) Industrialization and Technology, (2) Market, Mixed, and 
Centrally Planned Economies, (3) Quality of Life, (4) Economic Change, and (5) Geography. The 
knowledge and skills components were integrated into the test. 


How Well Did Students Do? 


The percentages of students meeting the acceptable standard and the standard of excellence in 2007 are 
consistent with 2006, as shown in the graphs below. Out of a total possible score of 55, the provincial 
average on the English form of the test was 36.8 (66.9%). The results presented in this report are based on 
scores achieved by all students who wrote the English form of the test; results for those students in French 
Immersion and Francophone programs who wrote the French form of the test are reported separately. 
Detailed provincial assessment results are provided in school and jurisdiction reports. 
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2006 Achievement Standards: The percentage of students in the province who met the acceptable standard and the 
standard of excellence on the 2006 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test (based on those who wrote). 
2007 Achievement Standards: The percentage of students in the province who met the acceptable standard and the 
standard of excellence on the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test (based on those who wrote). 


2007 Test Blueprint and Student Achievement 


In 2007, 80.496 of students who wrote the English form of the test achieved the acceptable standard on 
the Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test, and 21.6% of students who wrote the English form of the 
test achieved the standard of excellence. These results are consistent with previous administrations of the 
achievement test. 


Student achievement on the English form of the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test averaged 
36.8 out of 55 (66.9%). 


The blueprint below shows the reporting categories and test sections (curricular content areas) by which 
2007 summary data are reported to schools and school authorities, and it shows the provincial average of 
student achievement on the English form of the test by both raw score and percentage. 


Reporting Category 
rr | — fii Provincial 
Student 
Test Sections Understands Locating, Organizing, Achievement 
(Curricular Content Areas) Generalizations, Interpreting, (Average 
Concepts, Related Analyzing, Raw Score and 
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: ES 
Technology and Change 14.1/21 
e Industrialization 
e Technology (67.1%) 
Economic Systems 
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e Market Economy 
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Quality of Life Available in Different 5.3/8 
Economic Systems 
e Quality of Life (66.3%) 
The Former U.S.S.R. 3.1/5 
e Geography 
e Economic Change (62.0%) 
Provincial Student Achievement 14.4/22 22.3/33 Total Test 
(Average Raw Score and Percentage) Raw Score 
(65.5%) (67.6%) = 55 


Commentary on 2007 Student Achievement 


The following is a discussion of student achievement on the English form of the 2007 Grade 9 Social 
Studies Achievement Test. Sample questions are provided to highlight the achievement of students who 
met the acceptable standard, students who met the standard of excellence, and students who did not meet 
the acceptable standard. For each question, the keyed answer is marked with an asterisk. 

In the content area of Industrialization and Technology (questions 1 to 21 on the test), many 
students who met the acceptable standard demonstrated an understanding of processes inherent in mass 
production, mechanization, and automation. These students also showed skills in interpreting source 
material regarding problems associated with the Industrial Revolution, factors affecting agricultural 
production, and the demands associated with technological innovation in the United States, the Soviet 
Union, and Canada. Students who achieved the standard of excellence illustrated strengths in 
synthesizing information in order to draw conclusions and evaluating opinions in order to determine 
points of view with regard to issues such as the collectivization of agriculture in the Soviet Union and 
factors related to the challenges facing Canadian companies in a global market. Students who did not 
meet the acceptable standard demonstrated uncertain knowledge of factors affecting industrial production 
and some difficulty analyzing complex sources of information and determining individual viewpoints on 
issues such as technological innovation and industrialization. These differences in student performance 
are evident in the following questions taken from the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test. 

In question 2, students were expected to be able to recognize an example of workplace specialization. 


Use the following information to answer question 2. 


2. This job description clearly reflects the practice of 


A. automation 

*B. specialization 
C. mechanization 
D.  industrialization 


Of all the students who wrote the English form of the test, 72.896 chose the correct answer (B), with 9.196 
having chosen A (which shows a misunderstanding of the fact that automation involves the use of 
machines in place of workers to perform specific tasks), 12.996 having chosen C (indicative of a lack of 
clarity regarding the use of machine power in the workplace), and 5.1% having chosen D (attributable to 
an overgeneralization drawn from details in the information provided). Of those students who achieved 
the acceptable standard, 77.5% selected the correct answer, a clear indication of their knowledge of this 
curricular concept. Those students who achieved the standard of excellence demonstrated mastery of this 
content area, as 97.096 chose the correct answer. Unclear knowledge of this curricular content was 
evidenced by students not meeting the acceptable standard, 31.696 of whom chose the correct answer. 
Question 19 required students to interpret an opinion about industrialization to identify the main idea. 


Use the following opinion to answer question 19. 


Canada is facing increased competition from foreign countries. Canadian companies need to 
improve efficiency and reduce costs. To avoid a lower standard of living, Canadians will 
have to “work smarter.” 


19. The opinion above best supports the idea of 


A. increasing production 
*B. encouraging innovation 
C. providing better education 
D. improving working conditions 


The correct answer (B) was selected by 42.796 of all students who wrote the English form of the test; 

A was selected by 31.446 of all students (who appear to have made an inference based on only part of the 
information provided without recognizing that increased production would not necessarily enable 
Canadian companies to counter competition from foreign countries), C was selected by 14.4% of all 
students (many of whom may have focused on the detail regarding the need to “work smarter" without 
considering the larger issue of competition), and D was selected by 11.4% of all students (possibly a 
result of inferring that Canadian companies could derive benefits from offering workers more favourable 
working conditions which is largely unrelated to bolstering companies against foreign competitors). 
Students achieving the acceptable standard found this question challenging, evident in the fact that only 
42.4% of these students chose the correct answer. Higher level thinking skills were demonstrated by 
students who achieved the standard of excellence, 62.996 of whom chose the correct answer. Of those 
students who did not meet the acceptable standard, only 21.4% answered this question correctly. 

In the section of the 2007 achievement test blueprinted for curricular content pertaining to Economic 
Systems (questions 22 to 42 on the test), students who achieved the acceptable standard were able to 
apply knowledge related to principles and practices associated with economic individualism, economic 
security, and government programs and regulations. These students were also able to identify viewpoints 
on and individual values regarding economic policies; analyze cartoons about issues pertaining to 
government intervention in the economy and its consequences; and draw conclusions from information 
presented about market, centrally planned, and mixed economies. Students who achieved the standard of 
excellence were additionally able to discern the limited circumstances under which a government 
committed to the principles of a market economy would intervene in the economy, the individual 
restrictions inherent in the egalitarian practices of a centrally planned economy, and the difficulty 
balancing personal freedom and general welfare in a mixed economy. For students who did not meet the 
acceptable standard, questions that required distinguishing the economic goals of various economic 
systems, understanding the economic policies of Soviet leaders, and evaluating differing perspectives on 
issues proved challenging. The following questions illustrate some of these differences in the levels of 
student achievement on the English form of the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test. 

Economic information about an unknown country was provided in a chart in question 36 and students 
were required to interpret data provided in order to determine the type of economy illustrated. 


Use the following chart to answer question 36. 
Ownership of Business in Country Y 
TYPE OF BUSINESS TYPE OF OWNERSHIP 


Publicly Owned by Privately 
Owned Cooperatives Owned 


Post Office 100% 0% 0% 


Agriculture 1% 9% 84% 
Mining 47% 0% 53% 


Communications 59% 3% 38% 
Utilities 94% 1% 5% 
Railways 98% 0% 2% 


36. According to the information in the chart, Country Y has a 


centrally planned economy 
traditional economy 
market economy 

mixed economy 


This question was answered correctly (D) by 64.4% of all students who wrote the English form of the test 
(based on an understanding that in a mixed economy many businesses are publicly owned and many 
businesses are privately owned); 12.096 of all students selected A (which could be due to the large 
percentages of public ownership in several of the businesses listed, which constitute only part of all those 
listed), 6.1% of all students selected B (which may be the result of interpreting information about public 
ownership and cooperatives in the chart in relation to communal aspects of a traditional economy), and 
17.3% of all students selected C (likely as a result of there being some businesses listed of which a large 
proportion are privately owned). Many students who achieved the acceptable standard were able to 
discern from the data the type of economy illustrated, with 63.8% choosing the keyed response. The 
majority of those students who met the standard of excellence (92.1%) chose the correct answer whereas 
35.9% of those students who did not meet the acceptable standard were able to identify the distinct 
features of a mixed economy. 

Question 38 required that students apply their knowledge of economic systems with regard to the role 
of government in a market economy. 


38. A government that is committed to the principles of a market economy would most likely 
intervene in the economy only to 


A. set prices for consumer goods 

B. promote equality between regions 

C. provide employment for its citizens 
*D. ensure competition between businesses 


Overall, question 38 proved difficult for many students which, in part, could be due to the fact that there 
is some plausibility in each of the incorrect answers; the correct answer (D) was chosen by 50.846 of all 
students who wrote the English form of the test. A was chosen by 14.1% of all students (a choice that 
suggests price controls, which may be implemented in an economic system less closely aligned with a 
market-oriented economy), B was chosen by 12.6% of all students (a practice exemplified by the 
Canadian government in transfer payments and equalization grants, aspects of an economic system also 
less closely aligned with free market ideals), and C was chosen by 22.4% of all students (who may have 
erroneously presumed that job creation programs such as those implemented by the Canadian government 
would be consistent with laissez-faire economics). Only 49.3% of students who achieved the acceptable 
standard answered this question correctly. However, 82.2% of those students who achieved the standard 
of excellence chose the correct answer (indicative of their perceptive understanding that in a market 
economy, government intervenes only to preserve the principles of free enterprise without interfering with 
market forces). Most of the students who did not meet the acceptable standard chose A or D, with only 
20.6% selecting the correct response. 

With regard to curricular content related to Quality of Life (questions 43 to 50 on the test), students 
who achieved the acceptable standard were able to interpret information in a graph on economic trends to 
infer its implications for people living in the future, draw inferences about the consequences of 
consumerism, and identify aspects that constitute quality of life. In addition to these abilities, students 
who achieved the standard of excellence were able to determine how personal economic beliefs define an 
individual's view of desirable aspects of quality of life, to infer from information provided the values 
underlying a given perspective, and to evaluate opinions regarding the impact of automation on the 
Canadian workplace. Students who did not achieve the acceptable standard encountered some difficulty 
distinguishing the values associated with quality of life in market, centrally planned, and mixed economic 
systems and recognizing how these differing perspectives influence the lives of citizens. Such differences 
in student achievement on the English form of the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test are 
shown in the following question. 

In question 44, students needed to be able to determine the aspect of quality of life referred to in the 
information provided. 


Use the following information to answer question 44. 


In the early 1880s, the few Russian peasants who could read and write were seldom 
educated beyond the primary level. 


44. Which of the following aspects of quality of life is referred to in the information above? 
*A. Social 
B. Physical 
C. Political 
D. Economic 


Many students (68.9%) who wrote the English form of the test correctly interpreted the information 
provided to determine that education is a social aspect (A) of quality of life. Other choices such as B 
(which was selected by 7.2% of all students) may have been chosen based upon the extrapolation that the 
peasants’ physical well being was affected by a lack of education. C (selected by 11.6% of all students) 
may have been chosen as a result of inferring that limited education impacted the peasants' ability to take 
part in politics. D (selected by 12.2% of all students) may have been chosen if a student overlooked the 
obvious social implications of education to infer that economics played a significant role in determining 
the peasants’ economic status. The correct answer was selected by 70.4% of those students who met the 
acceptable standard, 89.9% of those students who met the standard of excellence, and 41.0% of those 
students who did not meet the acceptable standard. 

In the final section of the test which focuses on the former U.S.S.R. (questions 51 to 55 on the test), 
students achieving the acceptable standard could interpret a cartoon to identify problems faced by 
Gorbachev in dealing with the economy as well as analyze a map and related information to draw a 
conclusion about the geography of the Soviet Union. Students achieving the standard of excellence could 
ably compare and contrast Gorbachev's economic policies with those of past Soviet leaders and discern 
the values underlying Gorbachev's restructuring of the economy. Those students who did not meet the 
acceptable standard often misinterpreted source material provided and, as a result, formed inaccurate or 
partially supported conclusions that resulted in their choosing of incorrect answers on some questions. 
Question 52 from the English form of the 2007 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test exemplifies 
some of these differences among the varying levels of student achievement. 

Students were expected to recall knowledge of details regarding Gorbachev's economic reforms in 
question 52 in order to draw a comparison with a policy implemented by Lenin. 


52. Gorbachev's ideas about economic change were most similar to 
*A.  Lenin's New Economic Policy 


B.  Lenin's policy of War Communism 
C.  Stalin's five year plans for industrialization 
D. Khrushchev's plans for agricultural production 


This question was answered correctly (A) by 53.2% of all students who wrote the English form of the 
test. This degree of difficulty can be attributed to the fact that students needed to possess a clear 
understanding of Gorbachev's economic policies, which they then had to align with those of Lenin when 
he temporarily reinstated some practices associated with private enterprise in the New Economic Policy in 
1921. B was selected by 5.6% of all students (who may have had a limited understanding of the coercive 
nature of Lenin's implementation of War Communism). C was selected by 21.5% of all students (a 
number of whom may have perceived similarities between Gorbachev's and Stalin's intentions to foster 
increased productivity, but these students may not have considered the methodology adopted by each 
leader). D was selected by 19.5% of all students (who may have overlooked the fact that Khruschev’s 
plans to increase agricultural productivity were based upon the values underlying a centrally planned 
economy). The keyed answer was chosen by 50.6% of students who met the acceptable standard, 84.1% 
of students who met the standard of excellence, and 27.096 of those students who did not meet the 
acceptable standard. 


Achievement Testing Program Support Documents 


The Alberta Education web site contains several documents that provide valuable information about 
various aspects of the achievement testing program. To access these documents, go to the Alberta 
Education web site at www.education.gov.ab.ca. On the home page, click on “Kindergarten to Grade 
12,” scroll down and click on “Provincial Testing," and then click on the link for “Achievement Tests." 
On the “Achievement Tests" web page, you can access the following documents: 


Achievement Testing Program General Information Bulletin 


The General Information Bulletin is a compilation of several documents produced by Alberta Education 
and is intended to provide superintendents, principals, and teachers with easy access to information about 
all aspects of the achievement testing program. Sections in the bulletin contain information pertaining to 
schedules and significant dates; security and test rules; test administration and directives; test 
accommodations; field testing; resources and web documents; calculator and computer policies; test 
marking and results; samples, forms, and letters; and Learner Assessment contacts. 


Subject Bulletins 


At the beginning of each school year, Subject Bulletins are posted on the Alberta Education web site for 
all achievement test subjects for grades 3, 6, and 9. Each bulletin provides descriptions of assessment 
standards, test design and blueprinting, and scoring guides (for grades 3, 6, and 9 English Language Arts 
and Frangais/French Language Arts) as well as suggestions for preparing students to write the tests and 
information about how teachers can participate in test development activities. 


Writing Samples 


For achievement tests in grades 3, 6, and 9 English Language Arts and Français/French Language Arts, 
writing samples have been designed to be used by teachers and students to enhance students’ writing and 
to assess this writing relative to the standards inherent in the scoring guides for the Part A: Writing 
achievement tests. The writing samples documents contain sample responses with scoring rationales, ' 
student self-assessment checklists, and scoring categories and criteria for the writing assignments. 


Previous Achievement Tests and Answer Keys 


All January achievement tests (parts A and B) for Grade 9 semestered students are secured and must be 
returned to Alberta Education. All May/June achievement tests are secured except Part A of grades 3, 6, 
and 9 English Language Arts and Français/French Language Arts. Unused or extra copies of only these 
Part A tests may be kept at the school after administration. Teachers may also use the print versions of 
released items that are mailed to schools. 


Parent Guides 


Each school year, print versions of the Parent Guide to Provincial Achievement Testing for grades 3, 6, 
and 9 are mailed to schools and posted on the Alberta Education web site. Each guide presents answers 
to frequently asked questions about the achievement testing program; descriptions of and sample 
questions for each achievement test subject; and excerpts from the Curriculum Handbook for Parents 
identifying what students should know and be able to do in each subject by the end of grades 3, 6, and 9. 


Involvement of Teachers 


Teachers of grades 3, 6, and 9 are encouraged to take part in a variety of activities related to the 
achievement testing program. These activities include item development, test validation, field testing, 
and marking. In addition, regional consortia can make arrangements for teacher in-service workshops on 
topics such as Interpreting Achievement Test Results to Improve Student Learning. 


2005 Test Blueprint and Item Descriptions 


The following blueprint shows the reporting categories and test sections (curricular content areas) by 
which questions were classified on the 2005 Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test. 


Question Distribution 
by Test Section 
(Curricular Content Areas) 


EE d 


Technology and Change 


e Industrialization 
e Technology 


Economic Systems 


e Market Economy 
e Mixed Economy 
e Centrally Planned Economy 


— 
Quality of Life Available in 
Different Economic Systems 


e Quality of Life 


| The Former U.S.S.R. 


e Geography 

e Economic Change 

Number and Proportion of 
Questions 


| 
Question Distribution 
by Reporting Category 
Knowledge Skills 
Number and 
Understands Locating, Organizing, Proportion of 
Generalizations, Interpreting, Questions 
Concepts, Related Analyzing, 
Concepts, Terms, Synthesizing, and 
and Facts Evaluating 
1 14 4 13 
2 15 5 16 
3 19 6 17 21 Questions 
8 7 18 (38% of Total Test) 
9 11 20 
10 12 2] 
22 38 26 34 
23 39 27 35 
24 40 28 | 36 21 Questions 
25 29 37 (38% of Total Test) 
30 31 41 
32 33 42 
2 FR 8 Questions 
47 50 (15% of Total Test) 
55 51 53 5 Questions 
52 54 (9% of Total Test) 
E 
21 Questions 34 Questions Total Test 
(38% of Total Test) | (62% of Total Test) | 55 Questions (100%) 
—— rn 


The table below provides information about each question: the keyed response, the difficulty of the item 
(the percentage of students who answered the question correctly on the English form of the test), the 
reporting category, the curricular content area (concept), and the item description. 


Diff. | Reportin Curricular 
Question | Key a P 8 | Content Area Item Description 
% Category 
(Concept) 
1 D | 74.1 | Knowledge Technology | Understand the concept of mechanization. 
& Change 
2 A | 641 | Knowledge Technology | Know the concept of specialization of labour. 
& Change 
3 D | 87.5 Knowledge Technology | Recognize an example of a secondary industry. 
& Change 
4 C | 794 Skills Technology | Select the most appropriate title for a map. 
& Change 
Recognize the type of technological change 
Technol 8 yp g g 
5 B | 77.5 Skills dan discussed in a short passage about current and 
historic mechanics of harvesting. 
n 
6 C | 656 Skills Technology | Drawa conclusion about the effect on productivity 
& Change of changes in agricultural technology. 
7 B 1712 Skills Technology Identify the relationship being discussed in an 
& Change informational passage. 
8 C | 80.4 | Knowledge Technology Recognize an example of innovation in a primary 
& Change industry. 
9 C |648 | Knowledge Technology | Recall the economic conditions needed for industrial 
& Change growth. 
10 A | 75.5 | Knowledge Technology Know the goals of collectivization in the Soviet 
& Change Union. 
T D | 649 Skills Technology | Interpret graphs to identify trends in industrial and 
F i & Change agricultural production in the Soviet Union. 
12 A |772 Skills Technology | Interpret comments about the New Economic Policy 
& Change to determine positive viewpoints. 
13 C |744 Skills Technology Compare comments about the New Economic Policy 
& Change to identify a point of view. 
Technology | Understand the concept of centralization in the 
i UE el ONES & Change Soviet Union. 
Technology | Know the results of the economic policies in dealing 
23 Be jede oia & Change with industry in the Soviet Union. 
16 A |779 Skills Technology | Recognize that the information presented describes 
` & Change the conditions that led to the Russian Revolution. 
17 B | 495 Skills Technology | Identify the inference that is best supported by 
& Change a cartoon. 
= T 
18 C | 802 Skills Technology | Select the generalization that is best supported by 
' & Change information presented textually and in a cartoon. 


, ; Curricular 
Question | Key Dit, Reporting Content Area Item Description 
% Category 
(Concept) 
Technology | Identify automation as the form of production 
d B |721] Knowledge & Change presented in a photograph. 
20 B | 607 Skills Technology | Understand that all of the industries listed in a chart 
& Change are secondary industries. 
21 C 725 Skills Technology Identify the correct conclusion drawn from a chart 
& Change on industrial groups in Canada. 
22 D |794 | Knowledge Economic Understand the concept of scarcity in any economy. 
Systems 
23 B |672| Knowledge Economic Know the beliefs/values underlying a model 
Systems centrally planned economy. 
24 B | 69.0 | Knowledge Economic Understand the role of consumers within a model 
Systems market economy. 
Economie Know that mixed economies attempt to balance the 
25 D | 70.6 | Knowledge Systems availability of economic efficiency and economic 
security. 
: Identify a comparative statement about goods and 
E y p g 
26 D | 61.8 Skills een services in the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. that is 
supported by information in a chart. 
Economie Identify the generalization about goods and services 
27 A | 57.2 Skills Systems in the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. that is supported by 
information presented in a chart. 
eee! is 
28 B | 77.9 Skills Economic Interpret speakers’ comments about advertisements 
Systems to identify the main idea. 
29 D | 809 Skills perius Identify the conclusion that is best supported by four 
ystems speakers’ comments. 
30 Knowledge Economic Identify a belief that is consistent with the goals of 
Systems a centrally planned economy. 


Identify the point of view in a cartoon about the 


Soviet Union. 


Know the factors of production. 


Identify the issue discussed in four speakers' 
opinions. 


According to their statements, identify two speakers 
who likely hold similar views about the role of 
unions. 


31 C |747| Skills Economic 
Systems 
32 A | 708 | Knowledge piena 
ystems 
33 A |743 Skills Economic 
Systems 
34 B |549| Skills Economic 
Systems 
35 B |565 Skills Economic 
Systems 
36 A | 615 Skills Economic 
Systems 


10 


Identify the main idea in a joke about the Soviet 
Union. 


Interpret a cartoonist’s observation. 


Curricular 


Question | Key pH : cal Content Area Item Description 
Bory (Concept) 
[oN eno NS eR NET INIM [AUR 
37 A | 602 Skills Economic Draw a conclusion from information about the 
j Systems Canadian government's role in the economy. 
Hortübne Know when a government that is committed to the 
38 C | 47.9 | Knowledge Systems principles of a market economy would likely 
intervene in the economy. 

39 C | 591 | Knowledge Economic Identify a typical characteristic of a centrally 
: i 8 Systems planned economy. 
40 D | 773 | Knowledge Economic Know who makes the economic decisions in a 

: & Systems mixed economy. 

N CES 

41 A |545 Skills Economic Analyze two opinions to identify a specific 

à Systems economic system being addressed. 
42 D 710 Skills Economic Identify conflicting values in two opinions about 

à Systems government intervention. 

Quality of Know how quality of life is defined from the 

T ^ BE Buostedee Life beliefs/values of a centrally planned economy. 
4A B dei Knowledge Quality of Know the economic system that provides the least 

: Life support for the unemployed. 

i Quality of Select the inference about technological innovation 

^ Brod SUIS Life that is best supported by a cartoon. 
46 C | 6841 Skills Quality of Identify the generalization that is illustrated by 

i Life a cartoon and an opinion about garbage. 
47 C |536 Skills Quality of Identify the issue that is raised in a cartoon and 


Life 


an opinion about garbage. 


48 D |729 Skills Quality of Interpret information from a diagram to identify 
Life factors of quality of life. 
" Quality of Analyze quotations about quality of life to identify 
49 e 85.4 Skills Life two speakers that support economic development. 
50 A | 55.5 Skills Quality of Analyze quotations about quality of life to identify 
Life a speaker that supports environmental protection. 
; The Former | Identify the main idea in a cartoon about 
51 B 71.3 Skills U.S.S.R. Gorbachev’s economic reforms. 
l ‘Tha Former Identify the impact of the introduction of a modified 
52 D | 60.3 Skills USSR market economy in Russia on different groups of 
EM citizens. 
: The Former Interpret vegetation and precipitation maps of the 
53 A 50.8 Skills U.S.S.R. U.S.S.R. to make an inference. 
i The Former | Interpret vegetation and precipitation maps of the 
is ES NE USSR. | USSR. 
The Former Know a major geographical issue of the Soviet 
= | ale | Knwoledge | “ge, — Uso 
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2005 Achievement Test 


The questions presented in this document are from the previously secured English form of the 2005 
Grade 9 Social Studies Achievement Test and are representative of the questions that form these tests. 
These questions are released by Alberta Education. 


Grade 9 Achievement Test 
2005 


Social Studies 
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INDUSTRIALIZATION AND TECHNOLOGY 


Use the following chart to answer question 1. 


Inventions in the Textile 
Industry in the 1700s 


Flying shuttle 


Spinning jenny 


Water frame 


Spinning mule 


Power loom 


The inventions listed in the chart above are all associated with the beginnings of 


A. automation 

B. privatization 
C. domestication 
D. mechanization 


The term specialization of labour refers to the 


repetition of the same step 

training of workers to use many skills 
controlling of the size of the workforce 
replacement of hand tools with machines 


cow» 


Which of the following industries is classified as a secondary industry? 


A. Mining 

B. Forestry 

C. Tourism 

D. Manufacturing 
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Use the following information to answer question 4. 


The key element of modern industry is steel. The raw materials required to 
produce it are very valuable. The most important raw materials needed for the 


production of steel are coal and iron ore. 


Map 


D 


Bethlehem ( 


l 
} Hr & 
t ER 
i À 
i Y ^ | CJ Steel centres 
/ ¢---- Movement of 
iron ore 


*—— Movement of coal 


¢ 
) 
EEE, 
? Marre err - 
V uz] Iron ore deposits 
EHE] Coal deposits 


Mh S SS 
—adapted from People, Technology and Change 
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Which of the following titles is most appropriate for the map shown on the 
previous page? 


"American Iron Production" 

"American Coal Production" 

"The American Steel Industry" 

"The American Transportation Industry" 


eoe» 


Use the following information to answer questions 5 and 6. 


In 1929, a prairie farmer with 250 hectares of land needed eight to 10 workers, 
15 to 20 horses, a steam or gasoline tractor, and a threshing machine to harvest 
acrop. Today, a single farmer can harvest the same 250 hectares in less time 
with a combine that cuts, separates, and cleans grain in one operation. 


The information above describes a change in the way in which crops are harvested. 
This change is a result of 


specialization 
mechanization 
mass production 
division of labour 
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Given the information above, which of the following conclusions can be drawn about 
the way in which changes in agricultural technology have influenced production? 

A. Innovation has improved productivity and reduced production costs. 

B. Agricultural production has increased because fewer people work on farms. 


C. Innovations have improved efficiency in production and reduced demands 
for labour. 


D. Farmers have been able to increase their leisure time while increasing crop 
production. 
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Use the following information to answer question 7. 


The development of the iron industry benefited the economy by bringing about 
growth and change. For example, the need to ship iron and coal made it 
necessary to develop better means of transportation. The result was the railroad, 


which was made possible by the use of high-quality iron and the invention of 
the steam engine. By 1829, Manchester, a large cotton-manufacturing city, was 
connected with the port of Liverpool. By 1850, England had 8 000 kilometres 
of railroads. 


—adapted from Foundations in Social Studies 
The main idea of this information is that the growth of the 


cotton industry led to a rapid expansion of railroads 

iron industry made further industrialization possible 

coal industry led to a rapid expansion of manufacturing 
transportation industry made movement of workers possible 


ynas 


An example of innovation in a primary industry is the development of 


assembly line robots for car manufacturing 
high-speed Internet connections 

seismic locators for oil deposits 

automated bank tellers 
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Which of the following conditions must be present in order for industrial 
development to occur? 


Available technology and government ownership 
Accessible markets and political freedom 

Raw materials and good transportation 

Adequate capital and job satisfaction 


gnaw 
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10. The major goal of collectivization of agriculture in the Soviet Union was to 


A. increase agricultural production 

B. reduce the income of land owners 
C. distribute land among the peasants 
D 


introduce modern agricultural techniques 


Use the following graphs to answer question 11. 


Number of Tractors 
600,000 ~ 


500.000 | 
400,000 
300,000 


200,000 | 


100,000 


1900 1920 


Millions of Tons 


a a a ECKEN HMM 
| 


` 180 = 
Steel 


120 
g 
30 


po 


1900 1920 1940 


1960 1980 2000 


150| 


Ls 
1900 


Industrial 
and 
Agricultural 
Production 
in the 
Soviet Union 


1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 


—from The Soviet Union 


11. Which of the following statements about economic growth in the Soviet Union 
from 1930 to 1985 is supported by data in the graphs? 


gaws 
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Agricultural production caused rapid economic growth. 
Industrial production caused slow agricultural growth. 
Cattle production increased constantly. 
Steel production increased rapidly. 


12. 


13. 


Use the following comments to answer questions 12 and 13. 


Speaker I 

Agricultural production improved quickly under the New Economic Policy. 
The peasants were willing to grow more food now that they could make a profit 
by selling their surplus crops. The more they produced, the more they earned. 


Speaker II 

The New Economic Policy put more food on people’s tables and made more 
consumer goods available. The economy regained its prewar level, but the 
country still lacked heavy industries. 


Speaker III 

War Communism had to be abandoned to save the Communist government. 
The New Economic Policy was a temporary measure to strengthen the country 
and make it easier for the Soviet Union to become socialist in the future. 


Speaker IV 

The New Economic Policy worked. Industrial production increased and famine 
ended. This prosperity, however, was a retreat from socialist principles. A new 
class of business owners and peasants made profits from the poor. 


Which of the speakers above would most strongly agree that the New Economic 
Policy was a positive change for the Soviet Union? 


A. Speaker I 
B. Speaker II 
C. Speaker III 
D. Speaker IV 


Which two speakers indicate that some of the consequences of the New Economic 
Policy were negative? 


70e» 


Speakers I and II 
Speakers I and III 
Speakers II and IV 
Speakers III and IV 
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14. 


15. 


16. 


In the Soviet Union, the economic policy of centralization emphasized 


private ownership cf land 

export of manufactured goods 

government provision of services to the people 
government control of the factors of production 


70e» 


Soviet economic policies focused on the development of heavy industry, which 
resulted in 


better quality control in factories 

a short supply of consumer goods 

strict discipline in work environments ~ 

severe punishment for workers who failed to meet targets 
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Use the following information to answer question 16. 


Russia was ruled by a tsar. The tsar was an autocrat, which meant that he had 
total power to govern as he wished. All political parties were banned, and no 
parliament was permitted to exist. Some of the people who wanted changes in 
government turned to violence. Dissatisfaction led to strikes and peasant 
uprisings. 


The conditions described in the information above contributed to the 


A. Russian Revolution 
First Five Year Plan 
New Economic Plan 
Industrial Revolution 


TON 
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Use the following information to answer questions 17 and 18. 


Some human functions have been taken over by computers. However, to set 
up, control, and, most importantly, program computers, human intellect is 
still required. Just as machines took over much of the physical labour of 
manufacturing, computers are taking over much of our mental labour. As 

a result, the human mind has more time for creative efforts. 


Cartoon 


- d 

Deo 

^ "CN «Sod 
Piae cotes tht: 


Tomaschoff/Rheinische Post/Diisseldorf 


A 


—from World Press Review 
17. Which of the following inferences is best supported by the cartoon above? 


A. Technology is replacing workers. 

. Technology is controlling workers' jobs. 
Technology makes workers more skilled. 

. Technology makes workers more efficient. 


vaw 
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18. Taken together, the information on the previous page most clearly supports the idea 
that technology 


A.  hascreated more work for humans 

B. encourages innovation and modernization 

C. has both positive and negative consequences 
D. creates a variety of employment opportunities 


Use the following photograph to answer question 19. 


—from The Growth of Industrialization 
19. The aspect of industrial production that this photograph most clearly shows is 


. the division of labour 

. automated production 
industrialized production 

. the specialization of labour 


eos» 
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20. 


21. 


Use the following chart to answer questions 20 and 21. 


Profits for Some Industries in Canada (in millions of dollars) 


INDUSTRY GROUP 1979 1981 1983 
Food and beverage industries 25 372.7 31765.9 33 882.1 
Rubber and plastic products industries 3772.2 4513.2 5184.1 
Leather industries 1069.3 1218.8 11664 
Transportation equipment industries 19 667.1 21681.3 28455.6 
Petroleum and coal products industries 12 370.8 20453.3 233244 


Chemical and chemical products industries 9531.0 13 189.5 15 686.1 


All of the industries listed in the chart above are 


primary industries 
secondary industries 
tertiary industries 
quaternary industries 


709r» 


=| 


1984 


36 175.2 
6 071.6 
1 270.5 

37 916.3 

23 336.8 

17 174.9 


A conclusion that can be drawn from the chart is that between 1979 and 1984 the 


transportation equipment industries more than doubled their profits 
food and beverage industries steadily increased their profits 
leather industries steadily increased their profits 
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petroleum and coal products industries more than doubled their profits 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


MARKET, CENTRALLY PLANNED, AND MIXED ECONOMIES 


In any economy, scarcity occurs when 


gnaws 


limited wants equal unlimited resources 

unlimited wants equal unlimited resources 

the rate of production is greater than the rate of demand 

the rate of consumption is greater than the rate of production 


Which of the following groups of terms applies to a centrally planned economy? 


A. 


—— ÀÀ B. 
Collective good Collective good 
Private ownership Public ownership 
Entrepreneurship | Cooperation 

D. 

Competition Competition 
Public ownership Private ownership 
Entrepreneurship Cooperation 


Who determines what will be produced in a model market economy? 


7059» 


Labour 
Consumers 
Government 
Entrepreneurs 


What type of economy attempts to strike a balance between economic efficiency 
and economic security? 


gnaws 


Centrally planned economy 
Traditional economy 
Market economy 

Mixed economy 
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Use the following chart to answer questions 26 and 27. 


Work Time Needed To Buy Certain Goods and Services (1982) 

Goods or Services U.S.S.R. U.S.A. 
PIC ID oio ni gii i cong pared Dc iG 22 TOMUS Lesson 6 minutes 
Car (medium SO Losses o nins 86 rtiofifBi...... seo 7 months 
Chicken (1 kilogram) «usicareis itt 187 TOROS. ua cnini 18 minutes 
Fresh milk (Z litre) ......s0s00000000000000000000000. 20 minutes... 4 minutes 
Gas bill (for 1 month) secincssecccnsssarssineinccsne 37 THIBUIGS. eren 288 minutes 
DOING sass vast qiix ap iO RE ARIS QU MM Lr cin zi dono. eeii 5 hours 
Regular gasoline (6 litres) .................... 212 minutes... 38 minutes 
Kent or 1 month) essene nenn 14 BOUTS ses e oeronscosieh 58 hours 
Subway fare (5 kilometres) ...................... 5 Minutes.. 9 minutes 
Toothpaste — — — 29 DEUSUÍOS.. onore 18 minutes 
Washing machine uasa octies 167 OUTS. nicis 49 hours 
White bread (/ kilogram) ....................... 18 Ofnüles.. e soos 17 minutes 


Which of the following statements is supported by data in the chart above? 


A. There were fewer capital goods in the Soviet Union than in the United 
States. 


B. There were more luxury goods in the Soviet Union than in the United States. 


a 


Clothing was cheaper in the Soviet Union than in the United States. 


D. Housing was cheaper in the Soviet Union than in the United States. 


The data in the chart support the generalization that 
A. consumer goods were more expensive in the Soviet Union than they were in 
the United States 


B. the standard of living was higher in the Soviet Union than it was in the 
United States 


e 


workers in the Soviet Union worked longer hours than did American workers 


D. workers in the Soviet Union made more money than did American workers 


24 


28. 


29. 


30. 


Use the following comments to answer questions 28 and 29. 


Speaker I 
Some advertisements appeal to the tastes of a particular group. 


Speaker II 
Many advertisements promise people physical attractiveness. They exploit 
the dissatisfaction that people have with their appearance. 


Speaker III 
Some of the products that advertisements are trying to sell are luxuries of the 
rich. These types of advertisements promise status. 


Speaker IV 
Many advertisements use endorsements. They encourage individuals to use 
products that are recommended by famous people. 


The four speakers above are commenting mainly on the 


purposes of advertising 
techniques of advertising 
intelligence of consumers 
dissatisfaction of consumers 


709» 


The comments best support the conclusion that advertising attempts to 


A. provide consumer information 
increase product selection 
undermine competition 
manipulate consumers 


eos 


A belief that is consistent with the goals of a centrally planned economic system is 
that people 


know what is best for themselves 

need a secure, stable environment 
require little government direction 
function best making individual choices 


709r» 
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31, 


32. 


Use the following cartoon to answer question 31. 


—from The London Free Press 


Which of the following statements describes the main message of the cartoon 


above? 
A. People in the Soviet Union were confused about how the economic 
system worked. 
B. People in the Soviet Union solved economic problems by using creative ideas. 
C. The availability of goods was a significant problem in the Soviet Union. 
D. The choice of agricultural products was restricted in the Soviet Union. 


The factor of production that refers to the physical or natural resources used to 
produce goods is called 


A. 
B. 
C. 
D 


land 

labour 

capital 
entrepreneurship 
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33. 


34. 


Use the following opinions to answer questions 33 and 34. 


Speaker I 

A union can be a good thing only if it is open and democratic. If it’s run by 
us, then we decide what happens. But we have to be involved to ensure that 
we control it. 


Speaker II 

In the beginning, the benefits of being in a union would be all right, but we'd 
find out quickly just how greedy the union is. It would want to rule us just 
like the company does now, but the union would want us to pay them to do it. 


Speaker III 

If you don't like something about your job, then say something to your boss 
or quit. If you choose to put up with it, then don't complain. You can't 
expect unions to fight all your battles for you. 


Speaker IV 

If we stick together, then we have power. We can convince the company 
to pay us better. It would be more difficult for our employer to say no to 
all of us if we belonged to a union. 


The issue that the four speakers above are addressing is whether or not 


70s» 


workers should be members of labour unions 

Workers should be allowed to leave labour unions 
companies should forbid workers to join labour unions 
companies should encourage workers to form labour unions 


Which two speakers would most likely have similar views on the role of unions? 


vow» 


Speakers I and II 
Speakers I and IV 
Speakers II and III 
Speakers III and IV 
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35. 


36. 


Use the following information to answer question 35. 


"They pretend to pay us, we pretend to work" was a popular joke in the Soviet 


Union in the 1970s. 


—from Global Systems 


The joke about the Soviet Union given above most likely suggests that 


sae 


consumer goods were poorly made 


the economy suffered from low productivity 
factories were unable to determine the needs of consumers 
material incentives were not as important as non-material incentives 


Use the following cartoon to answer question 36. 
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— from Another Day, Another Doom 


By setting this cartoon in a food bank in Canada, the cartoonist is suggesting that 


A. 
B. 
C. 
D 


scarcity can occur in any economic system 

mixed economies solve agricultural shortages 

consumers have more choice in a market system 

market economies are better than centrally planned economies 
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37. 


38. 


39. 


40. 


Use the following information to answer question 37. 


The Canadian government regulates many of the nation's resources and 
funds social programs such as health care, employment insurance, and old 
age pensions. 


A conclusion that can be drawn from the information above is that one of the 
Canadian government's roles in the economy is to 


A. 
B. 
C. 
D 


A government committed to the principles of a market economy would most likely 


provide for the welfare of citizens 

maintain the economic security of the labour force 

keep private businesses under strict government control 
strengthen government involvement in economic planning 


intervene in the economy only to 


cos» 


Which of the following statements provides a characteristic of a centrally planned 


eliminate regional disparity 
encourage economic stability 
eliminate business monopolies 
encourage economic innovation 


economy? 


A. 


Business profits are guaranteed. 
Business regulates competition. 
Production is equally shared. 
Property is privately owned. 


In a mixed economy, economic decisions are made by 


cos 


the public sector 
the private sector 
labour, entrepreneurs, and consumers 
business, government, and consumers 
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41. 


42. 


Use the following opinions to answer questions 41 and 42. 


Opinion I 

Government interferes too much in the economy. My business could make 
more money, sell at lower prices, pay higher wages, and be more successful if 
I did not have to spend so much time and money following government laws 
and regulations. 


Opinion II 

Government regulations are needed to safeguard individuals like me and the 
public at large from being cheated or harmed by industrial products and 
processes. 


The type of economy that the opinions expressed above are most likely 
referring to is a 


mixed economy 

traditional economy 

model market economy 

model centrally planned economy 


SPARS 


In the opinions above, which of the following values are in conflict? 


Materialism and protectionism 
Competition and cooperation 
Consumerism and welfarism 
Freedom and protection 


709» 
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43. 


44. 


45. 


QUALITY OF LIFE 


From the perspective of a supporter of a centrally planned economy, a high quality 
of life can not be achieved unless citizens have 


A. economic security 

. economic freedom 

a sense of self-reliance 

. a sense of individualism 


vaw 


Which economic system would provide the least support for an unemployed worker? 


A. A model centrally planned economy 
. A model market economy 

A traditional economy 

. Amixed economy 
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Use the following cartoon to answer question 45. 
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McLachlan/Private Eye/London 


—from World Press Review 
The cartoon above best supports the inference that technological innovation is 


A. creating employment opportunities 
. making humans more efficient 
creating faster-growing crops 

. altering nature 


gaw 
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Use the following sources to answer questions 46 and 47. 


Source I 


[ rotaco 


—from The Environmental Crisis 


Source II 


Some people believe that we, as a society, produce so much garbage that the 
United States will soon be covered with landfills. This horrific vision of 
coast-to-coast landfills is absurd. When was the last time you saw a landfill? 
In truth, they don't take up much space. The National Solid Wastes 
Management Association estimates that a typical 10-acre landfill could handle 
the garbage of a city of 100,000 for 10 years. Once filled, dumps are usually 
landscaped so that they are not eyesores to society. 


—adapted from The Environmental Crisis 
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46. 


47. 


48. 


Taken together, the sources illustrate the idea that 


landfills are often located in inappropriate locations 
conflicts can arise between government and business 
different points of view exist on environmental issues 
people shape their quality of life by the actions that they take 


gawe 


Which of the following issues is raised by the two sources? 


A. How can Americans reduce the amount of waste that they produce? 

B. Should people in the United States change their lifestyles? 

C. Is there a garbage problem in the United States? 

D. How can Americans protect the environment? 

Use the following diagram to answer question 48. 
Peace and happiness 
, : Political and 

Physical well-beng religious freedom 

= 


The terms in this diagram refer to 


social contentment 
standard of living 
material wealth 
quality of life 


SOR > 
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49. 


50. 


Use the following quotations to answer questions 49 and 50. 


“I realized that if I had to choose, I would rather have birds than airplanes . . ." 
Charles Lindbergh, the first person to fly 
solo across the Atlantic Ocean 
“The new highway will make it easier for people to get to work." 
Provincial official to an environmental group 
protesting new highway construction. 
“To learn to dominate Nature we must first learn to obey her.” 
Francis Bacon, 
English philosopher 
“Housing for people is more important than habitat for wildlife.” 


A housing developer 


Which of the following pairs of speakers quoted above most clearly favour 
economic development? 


Charles Lindbergh and the provincial official 
Charles Lindbergh and Francis Bacon 

The provincial official and the housing developer 
Francis Bacon and the housing developer 
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Which of the speakers quoted above most clearly favours environmental 
protection? 


Charles Lindbergh 
The provincial official 
Francis Bacon 

The housing developer 


SOM > 
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ECONOMIC CHANGE 


Use the following cartoon to answer question 51. 


] QK, So 
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First. McDonalds 


—from The Editorial Cartoons of Cam 


The main point of the cartoon above is that Gorbachev's economic reforms in 
the Soviet Union 


A. created confusion 

. led to unexpected results 
improved job opportunities 

. encouraged new entrepreneurs 


cow 


Use the following statement to answer question 52. 


A Russian Citizen 


We must give the reforms time to work. The policy of private enterprise must be 
encouraged if I am going to have a chance to make a decent profit. 


In 1989, the individual most likely to make such a statement would have been 
a Russian 


A. worker 

B. politician 

C. consumer 
D. entrepreneur 
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GEOGRAPHY 


Use the following maps to answer questions 53 and 54. 


MapI 


Vegetation Zones of the U.S.S.R. 


Desert [$] Deciduous forest [&] Taiga (evergreen forest) 
a Tundra Ej Steppes E] Subtropical forest 


Map II 


Average Yearly Precipitation in the U.S.S.R. 


E Less than 25 centimetres 
L] 25 to 50 centimetres 
EH 50 to 100+ centimetres 
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53. 


54. 


55. 


The information in the two maps on the previous page would be most useful for 
a report on the Soviet Union's 


A. climate 

B. landforms 

C. natural resources 

D. water transportation 


Which of the following vegetation zones of the Soviet Union receives the least 
precipitation? 


A.  Subtropical forest 
B. Deciduous forest 
C. Steppes 

D. Tundra 


A major geographical problem that the Soviet Union faced was that it was lacking in 


ice-free ports 
agricultural land 
natural resources 
freshwater sources 


209» 


37 


Question 4 


Question 7 


Question 11 


Questions 17 and 18 


Question 19 


Question 31 


Question 35 


Question 36 


Question 45 
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